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From The Principal's Desk
John Fishpaw JRFishpa@garlandisd.net

Austin Academy for Excellence fosters the growth of student self-worth and 
integrity to empower and inspire each individual to meet the challenges of the 

future.

The above is our campus mission statement and commitment to our students.   As the 
new Principal of Austin Academy, my goal is to provide the consistency needed for all 
stakeholders, so that the 2017-2018 school year will continue to reflect successful 
completion of Austin’s mission.  My career in education started in this great building 20 
years ago as a math teacher.  I look forward to the opportunity to serve the students and 
staff of the greatest school in Garland ISD.

For those who are new to our campus, three key terms from our mission statement serve
as the visibly integral foundation of our campus culture and dynamic: Empower, 
Inspire, and Integrity. Each AAE student, teacher, and staff member is a member of one 
of three campus community groups which we refer to as houses. Each year, new house 
members will receive a house shirt, funded by the PTA, and these will be worn by all on 
Fridays. Along with this visible representation, every student is an automatic member of 
their house family. These houses are utilized to: promote team building, strengthen 
connections between students and Austin Academy, promote leadership capacity among 
individual students, establish relationships across all grade levels.

We encourage all parents to schedule a time to meet with teachers during one of the two 
parent conference evenings on October 24th and October 30th.  Austin Academy will 
host “Getting the Most Out of Your Conference” seminar on October 24th at 5:00 p.m.  
Members of the Family and Community Engagement Department will provide parents 
with ideas and suggestions that can be utilized to create positive relationships so that 
your child gets the most out of their school year.
  
The collective network of support among parents, students, and staff members is
exceptionally valued, encouraged and appreciated. We invite parents to access and 
utilize all media tools including: GISD website, AAE website, Skyward (gradebook) 
/Skyward Fee Management, twitter, and e-mail. Feel free to contact the school, at any 
time, if we may be of assistance.

Win An Austin Academy
 Stadium Blanket!!!

All who join Austin PTA 
from the first of the 

school year through the 
end of October will be 
entered in the drawing.

JOIN NOW!!

mailto:JRFishpa@garlandisd.net


A Word From Our PTA President 

Welcome to Austin Academy for Excellence 2017-2018 school year!

My name is Ruth Vaughan and I have the privilege of serving as the PTA President for Austin Academy this 
year. I have a son at Austin Academy and another at University who also attended Austin Academy. This is my first 
year as President of the PTA. We are looking forward to a great year filled with fun events, community building 
activities, and most importantly, supporting the students and teachers to continue to attain excellence in education! I 
know that the PTA Board, faculty and students, as well as all the very supportive parent members, will make this an 

amazing 30th year at Austin Academy! 

 Middle school is a big milestone and can be challenging to students as there are many adjustments and 
changes they may encounter in these years. As parents, we have a great opportunity to support them while also 
staying informed about events and decisions taking place in our schools by…………

1. JOINING THE PTA.  We need ALL parents to help make our school the BEST and to support various 
PTA initiatives throughout the school. When you JOIN THE PTA  your membership dues help to 
provide school enrichment gifts, special programs for students and parents, as well as helping meet 
needs of faculty and staff of Austin Academy.  The PTA also fundraises to provide items that may not 
be included in the school’s yearly budget.  PTA has purchased the t-shirts to support the House system 
that was implemented as well as sponsored school parties and events for faculty and students. WE 
NEED YOUR  SUPPORT! PLEASE HELP BY JOINING THE PTA! You can join online at 
www.joinpta.org, www.pt-avenue.com, or fill out membership forms that were sent home. The forms 
are also available in the school office.  

2. SIGNING UP TO VOLUNTEER.  It has been proven that students who have parental involvement in 
their education and school experience are more successful at school.  By joining and volunteering in 
the PTA, there’s no better way to get connected. The district requires anyone who wants to volunteer at 
school to register online www.apps.raptortech.com.   Be sure to do this ASAP so that you can attend 
school functions throughout the year. Also fill out the PTA volunteer form that was sent home. The 
forms are also available in the school office. 

3. SHOWING UP AND BEING PRESENT. Find ways to see and be seen at school. There are volunteer 
opportunities for both working and stay at home parents. You can support students through their 
electives like Band, Choir, Theater, Orchestra , OR you can go to the Austin Academy sporting events 
to show your school spirit! GO EAGLES! 

The PTA will do our best to keep you informed. Middle schoolers often forget to share or bring information 
from school to their parents. We will try to help by putting information on our website http ://aapta.tripod.com as 
well as our Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/groups/AAEPTA/.

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to Austin Academy.  Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to reach out to me or any other PTA Board Member. Please know that questions and suggestions are 
always welcome!

Have a GREAT year!
Ruth Vaughan, AAE PTA President

 brindisi1985@aol.com or(972) 742-1689
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BAND NEWS:

The AAE Bands are off to an outstanding start!   We are so 
excited about the NEW state of the art band hall!   It is a 
palace!

The AAE Pep Band will perform at the following AAE 
Football Games:   September 19, September 26 and October 17 
(all at Williams Stadium from 5:15 - 6:30 p.m.).   Honors Band 
will perform at the GISD Band Festival on October 9 at HBJ 
Stadium (6:30 - 8:30 p.m.).   Symphonic, Honors, Jazz I and 
Jazz II Bands will perform at the AAE Fall Band Concert on 
October 26 at Garland High School at 7:30 p.m.

THEATER NEWS:

The fall play,  The Birds: A 
Modern Adaptation, will 
run November 10th  at 7:00 
pm and November 11th  at 
2:00 pm and 7:00 pm.   All 
performances will be at 
Garland HS.   

We will also be taking this 
production to the Garland 
ISD MS Theatre Arts 
Festival on November 15th.  
 

There will be a student 
matinee for the 6th  and 7th  
grade students of AAE on 
November 9th  at 9:30 am.   
Public performance ticket 
prices are $10 for adults and 
$5 for students  
  
Auditions for the spring 
play,  Macbeth, will be held 
on January 9th  and 10th  
from 4:10 to 5:15 in room 
11.  

Yearbooks can be ordered online https://goo.gl/W2DaWv    or through 
the office for $25.   This price is good through Oct 27.   

If you order online, you can request to have your student’s name printed 
on the book along with 4 icons for free.   Having the student’s name on 
the book prevents books from being lost or accidentally picked up by 
other students.   

The free icon offer is only good through Oct 27.   

We will be selling yearbooks until Feb 2.   

ART NEWS:

3/29-4/5/2018 GISD Middle School Art Show @ Nicholson South 
Garland Branch Library; Reception the evening of 3/29.

4/14/2018 Junior VASE competition, art's UIL, details to come.

TBD...be on the look out for Art Club to start when extend days do!   
All are welcome.

...Also, not in art?   Would you like to be?   Talk to your counselors 
about zero hour art class starting in the Spring!Austin Spirit Wear can be 

purchased online at:
www.pt-avenue.com/ShopGP.asp



Bring your change to campus and help us make a difference!

CHANGE FOR HURRICANE HARVEY

THANK YOU TO ALL THAT HAVE DONATED! 

We've collected $865.28! 
PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL OF $1000.00.

We plan to donate to help school/students that were affected by Hurricane Harvey.



GIRL'S ATHLETICS NEWS:

Lady Eagle of the Week: September 22: 7th grade: Violeta Reyna/8th grade: Catherine Wilson
Lady Eagle of the Week: September 29: 7th grade: Sophea Wideman/8th grade: Angie Kurian

September 22 MVPs:
7th grade -  A Team: Jesse Tan  B Team: Reece Roberson
8th grade -  A Team: Angie Garcia B Team: Emma Glick

September 29 MVPs
7th grade – A Team: Addison Palmer B Team: Maria Aguilera
8th grade – A Team: Camryn Parker B Team: Kylie Davila

7th grade Volleyball schedule:
B Team Game Time: 5:30   
A Team Game Time: 10 minutes after B Team Game 

October 5 Austin vs. Webb
October 12 Austin vs. Hudson
October 19 Coyle vs. Austin
October 26 Austin vs. O'Banion

Tournaments:
B Team October 7 @ Lakeview
A Team October 21 @ Garland High

8th grade Volleyball Schedule:
B Team Game Time: 5:30
A Team Game Time: 10 minutes after B Team Game 

October 5 Auatin vs. Jackson
October 12 Hudson vs. Austin
October 19 Austin vs. Coyle
October 26 O'Banion vs. Austin
November 2 Austin vs. Sam Houston

Tournaments:
B Team October 7 @ Sachse High
A Team October 21 @ Sachse High



BOY'S ATHLETIC NEWS:

7th grade Football Schedule

October 10 Obanion vs. Austinat North garland
October 17 Austin vs. Sam Houston at Williass Stadium
October 23 Coyle vs. Austin at Rowlett High
October 31 Austin vs. Lyles at Sachse High
November 6 TBA TBA

8th grade Football Schedule

October 10 Bussey vs. Austin at Williams Stadium
October 17 Austin vs. Sam Houston at Williams Stadium
October 23 Coyle vs. Austin at Rowlett High
October 31 Austin vs. Lyles at Sachse High
Novemeber 7 TBA TBA

Game Times:

B Team 5:00pm
A Team 6:00pm

Ticket Prices:
$2.00 for Adults

$1.00 for Students





Choir Fall Schedule:

Oct 19 Fall Concert 7:15pm Garland High
Oct 20 Express Industries Fundraising Day Event Austin Academy
Oct 28 Solo & Ensemble Contest All Day Austin Academy
Nov 2 Solo Success Celebration 4:10-5:00 Austin Academy
Dec 1 Fundraising & Express Party 4:10-5:30 Austin Academy
Dec 7 Northpark Mall Performance 12:00-4:00 Northpark Mall
Dec 8 Northpark Mall Performance 1:00-5:00 Northpark Mall
Dec 11 Winter Concert 7:25 Naaman Forest High

Fall Orchestra Schedule:

Oct 11 Fall Concert 7:00 Garland High
Oct. TBA Group pictures/uniform day Austin Academy
Oct 21 All Region Auditions Garland High
Oct 25 Stringfest - Honors only 7:00 Curtis Cullwell Ctr
Nov 3 Fundraiser begins
Nov 3 Fall Fun party 4:30-9:00 Double D Ranch
Dec 8 All Region Clinic 6:30-9:00 Garland High
Dec 9 All Region Clinic day time Garland High
Dec 9 All Region Concert 4:00 Garland High
Dec 11 Winter Concert 7:00 Garland High







AUSTIN ACADEMY PTA BOARD MEMBERS:

Officers:
President Ruth Vaughan brindisi1985@aol.com
1st VP Programs Andrea Hardgrave ahardgrave31@gmail.com
2nd VP Membership Jennifer McAlister mcalisterjen@hotmail.com
3rd VP Budget/Finance Maricela Saldana saldanam@verizon.net
Secretary Stephanie Hilburn shilbun1@verizon.net
Treasurer Tina Scott tnlscott@gmail.com
Parliamentarian Marylee Lajoie mlajoie4@tx.rr.com

Standing Committee Chairs:
House Party Rep Zaida Hernandez hzaida25@yahoo.com
7th Grade Room Rep.
8th Grade Room Rep.
Snack Attack Tammy Buckner tambuck3@yahoo.com

Julie Macatee juliemacatee@msn.com
8th Grade Dance Julie McCracken jeamc28@verizon.net

Stephanie Ingram spoulan@hotmail.com
Arts in Education Rene Bennett renelbennett@yahoo.com
Book Fair Sarah Ali sarah6210@gmail.com
Career Speakers Barbara Baker akasnicklfrtz@yahoo.com
Council Delegate OPEN
Council Delegate Tara Major temajor4ever@gmail.com
Historian
Legislative Action Jeff Baker akajeffb-gpta@yahoo.com
Newsletter Tammy Benson-O'Brien mikentamo@yahoo.com
Parent Ed Elena Taylor etaylor@foxrothschild.com
School Supplies Donna Bailey bailey1992@verizon.net
Spirit Wear Stephanie Ingram spoulan@hotmail.com

Julie McCracken jeamc28@verizon.net
Special Projects Michelle Moreno tmk2004@verizon.net
Student Directory Michele Taylor mtyler302@hotmail.com
Teacher Appreciation/ Janessa Brewer aquanessa@yahoo.com
Hospitality
Volunteer Coordinator Melissa Huffman mahuffma@garlandisd.net
Website/Publicity Tom Gallagher thomasgallagher@mac.com
Concessions Misty Hemmingway misty75042@icloud.com
Principal John Fishpaw JRFishpa@garlandisd.net
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